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Abstract 
Intruder in the Dust, published in 1948, is one of the later works of William 
Faulkner. The novel is mainly about the initiation of a white teenager named Charles 
Mallison. The thesis, from the perspective of growth in Bildungsroman and the 
Southern traditional culture, contends that Charles’ initiation reflects his revaluation 
of the Southern tradition, through a detailed analysis of Charles’ growth from 
innocence to maturity, and from confusion about race issues to discovery of the racial 
truth in terms of the manifestation of Charles’ innocence and confusion, the cultural 
root of his confusion, and his ways to achieve initiation.  
The thesis is divided into five main sections. The introductory part presents a 
brief overview of the previous study on Intruder in the Dust and on Bildungsroman at 
home and abroad. Chapter One focuses on the literary conceptualization of growth in 
Bildungsroman and Southern cultural tradition. The Southern tradition seems to be the 
main influence that the white teenagers have to cope with in their growing up.  
Chapter Two discusses Charles’ innocence, which is reflected in his blind 
attachment to his uncle Gavin Stevens’ indoctrination and his own internalization of 
white supremacy and racial discrimination. The contradiction between the education 
he receives from his white community and his life experiences leads him to feel 
confused about the blacks’ image, the slave-master relationship between the blacks 
and the whites, and the communal attitudes to the blacks’ subversion against white 
supremacy. His doubt about the race issues is the first stage in his growth from 
innocence to discover the evils of racial discrimination and white supremacy in the 
South. 
Chapter Three moves on to discuss the cultural root of Charles’ confusion—the 
cultural transformation of the South, including the crisis of white supremacy and the 
crisis of Southern honor. The decline of the Southern tradition can give rise to the 
South’s powerlessness to maintain the loyalty of the Southerners to the mainstream 
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ideology. The Southerners, represented by Charles, begin to question the 
indoctrination of white supremacy and Southern honor. 
Chapter Four is concerned with Charles’ detective journey to prove Lucas’ 
innocence, which provides Charles with a valuable opportunity not only to solve the 
mystery of Lucas’ case but to clear up his confusion and to reexamine the Southern 
tradition of white supremacy.  
The following conclusion can be drawn that though it is uncertain whether 
Charles can thoroughly reconcile the conflicts of Southern values when he comes into 
adulthood, through Charles’ act of translating moral preaching into concrete behaviors 
to protect the blacks, the novel alludes to the hope of improving the racial relations in 
the South. 
 
Key Words: Intruder in the Dust; growth; Southern tradition; white supremacy; 
Southern honor; racial conflicts
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摘 要 
《坟墓里的闯入者》出版于 1948年，是威廉•福克纳后期的重要作品之一。
该小说主要讲述了白人少年查尔斯的成长经历。本文从成长小说中的成长概念及
其与南方传统的关系出发，论证查尔斯的成长过程体现出的他对南方传统价值观
念的重新认识。笔者分析了查尔斯从天真到成熟，从对南方种族问题和历史荣誉
感产生困惑到发现种族身份和历史真相的成长过程，主要内容包括查尔斯之天真
和困惑的主要表现、其困惑产生的根源及其解决困惑得到启迪的方式。 
本篇论文由五部分组成。引言部分简要概述了国内外有关《坟墓里的闯入者》
和成长小说的研究。第一章着重介绍了成长小说的成长理论，着重探讨了南方传
统在南方白人青少年成长中的特殊意义。在笔者看来，南方传统的影响是白人青
少年成长中一个必须应对的主流文化力量。 
第二章从成长的角度出发，探讨查尔斯的天真，主要表现在查尔斯对舅舅加
文律师的盲目崇拜和对白人至上主义的内化。现实生活与他所受的白人教育的冲
突使他开始对黑人形象、黑白种族的主从关系，以及南方社区的群体种族意识产
生困惑。他对南方种族问题的迷思是促使他发现和理解种族歧视罪恶的第一步。 
第三章从南方传统的文化背景入手，集中审视了查尔斯成长困惑的文化根
源，即南方的文化转型，主要包括作为主流意识形态的白人至上主义和南方荣耀
所遭遇的危机。南方传统文化的没落使其无力维持南方人对其的坚守，以查尔斯
为代表的南方人开始对南方的白人至上主义和历史荣耀感等文化传统产生质疑。 
第四章进一步讨论查尔斯如何解决困惑、获得成长启迪的方式。探案之旅为
查尔斯获知真相提供了宝贵机会，不但使他解开卢卡斯案的谜团，而且使其得以
理清成长的困惑，重新审视以白人至上主义和历史荣耀为主导的南方文化传统。 
结论部分指出，即便无法确知查尔斯在成人后能否彻底摆脱南方传统价值观
的羁绊，但是作品通过查尔斯将空泛的道德说教转化为拯救黑人的实际行动的做
法，暗示了南方解决种族冲突的希望。  
 
关键词：《坟墓里的闯入者》 成长 南方传统 白人至上主义 南方荣耀 种族冲突
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 IV 
 
Table of Contents 
Abstract ...................................................................................................... I 
Introduction ............................................................................................... 1 
Chapter 1  Literary Concept of Growth in the Southern Context .. 11 
1.1 Growth in Bildungsroman ................................................................................ 11 
1.1.1 Definition of Growth ........................................... 12 
1.1.2 Cultural Root of Growth ................................................................................. 15 
1.1.3 Ways to Achieve Growth ........................................ 16 
1.2 Growth in Southern Tradition .......................................................................... 22 
1.2.1 Ideology of White Supremacy ........................................................................ 22 
1.2.2 Concept of Southern Honor ............................................................................ 24 
Chapter 2  Charles’ Innocence: Confusion about Race Issues......... 28 
2.1 Internalization of Southern Tradition ............................................................. 28 
2.2 Mystery of the Blacks’ Image ........................................................................... 32 
2.3 Doubt about Master-Slave Relation between the Whites and the Blacks ..... 33 
2.4 Ambivalence of Communal Racial Consciousness .......................................... 35 
Chapter 3  Charles’ Confusion: Crisis of Southern Tradition ......... 39 
3.1 Crisis of White Supremacy ............................................................................... 39 
3.1.1 Collapse of Plantation Economy ..................................................................... 39 
3.1.2 Challenge to Racial Stereotype ....................................................................... 41 
3.1.3 Incompetence of the White Ruling Class ........................................................ 42 
3.2 Disillusion of Southern Honor .......................................................................... 43 
3.2.1 Deceptiveness of Southern Legends ............................................................... 43 
3.2.2 Rampancy of Southern Violence .................................................................... 45 
3.2.3 Young Generation’s Oblivion about Southern Honor .................................... 46 
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 V 
 
Chapter 4  Charles’ Detective Journey: From Innocence to 
Experience ............................................................................................... 49 
4.1 Mentor on the Detective Journey ..................................................................... 49 
4.2 Fresh View of the Blacks’ Image ...................................................................... 52 
4.3 Discovery of Racial Truth ................................................................................. 54 
Conclusion ............................................................................................... 60 
Works Cited ............................................................................................. 67 
Acknowledgements ................................................................................. 71 
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 VI 
 
目 录 
摘要 ........................................................................................................... Ⅰ 
引言 ............................................................................................................. 1 
第一章  南方语境下的成长概念 .......................................................... 11 
1.1 成长小说中成长的文学概念 .......................................................................... 11 
1.1.1 成长小说中的成长定义 .................................... 12 
1.1.2 成长的文化根源 .......................................... 15 
1.1.3 获得成长的方式 .......................................... 16 
1.2 南方文化传统下的成长特质 .......................................................................... 22 
1.2.1 白人至上主义的影响 ...................................... 22 
1.2.2 南方历史荣耀的束缚 ...................................... 24 
第二章  查尔斯的天真表征：种族问题的迷思 .................................. 28 
2.1 南方传统文化之内化 ......................................... 28 
2.2 黑人种族形象之谜 ........................................... 32 
2.3 黑白种族主从关系之困 ....................................... 33 
2.4 南方社会种族意识之惑 .................................................................................. 35 
第三章  查尔斯的困惑根源：南方传统的危机 .................................. 39 
3.1 白人至上主义的衰落 ...................................................................................... 39 
3.1.1 种植园经济的崩塌 ......................................... 39 
3.1.2 种族偏见面临的挑战 ....................................... 41 
3.1.3 白人统治阶级的无能 ....................................... 42 
3.2 南方荣耀的幻灭 .............................................................................................. 43 
3.2.1 南方神话的欺骗性 ......................................... 43 
3.2.2 南方暴力的猖獗 ........................................... 45 
3.2.3 南方历史荣耀的失落 ....................................... 46 
第四章  查尔斯的探案之旅：从天真到成熟的自我 .......................... 49 
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 VII 
 
4.1 自我探索的引路人 .......................................................................................... 49 
4.2 黑人种族的新形象 .......................................................................................... 52 
4.3 发现南方种族真相 .......................................................................................... 54 
结论 ........................................................................................................... 60 
参考文献................................................................................................... 67 
致谢 ........................................................................................................... 71 
 
 
 
 
 
 
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
Introduction 
1 
 
Introduction 
As a renowned American writer and Nobel Prize winner, William Faulkner has 
attracted so much attention from worldwide critics and scholars since The Sound and 
the Fury was published in 1929 that his works have been one of the most popular 
research fields in American Literature. It has been a common practice to put his works 
into the reading lists of the English major. Numerous critics and scholars all around 
the world have studied his works from various perspectives, such as his experimental 
writing techniques, gender issue, race issue, and his sense of history. The popularity 
and vitality of his works result not only from the creative writing techniques, but also 
from the richness of the description of the American South where he was born. The 
majority of his works is set in the postbellum American South that was experiencing 
tensions from political, economic and social transformations. It is generally agreed 
that Faulkner is one of the representative writers in the Southern Renaissance who 
contributes to the cultural awakening of the American South, a spiritual wasteland at 
that time. As mentioned in his Nobel Prize acceptance speech, he endeavors to fulfill 
the writers’ task: that is, to “help man endure by lifting his heart, by reminding him of 
the courage and honor and hope and pride and compassion and pity and sacrifice 
which have been the glory of his past” (Faulkner, “Address upon Receiving the Nobel 
Prize for Literature” 120). Set in the background of the American South, his works 
provide insights into the Southern culture and serve to pass down traditional values. 
Publishing more than fifteen novels and more than seventy short stories, he is a 
prolific writer. The Sound and the Fury (1929), Light in August (1932), Absalom, 
Absalom! (1936), and the short story entitled “A Rose for Emily” (1930) constitute 
only a small part of his most popular works. The American South where he was born 
and lived makes the endless resource of his inspiration. He brilliantly presents what 
the American South looks like in his novels. As a critic says, “There it’s a thing that he 
is viewing, and he writes very honestly about that” (Brodsky 82). The scenes, the 
people and the distinctive features of the American South are vividly presented in a 
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fictional kingdom called Yoknapatawpha, a county in the north of Mississippi where 
Faulkner is the “sole owner and proprietor” (Cowley 34). As Simpson writes, 
“Yoknapatawpha is in truth no sublimation of the actual but the embodiment of the 
profoundest reality: the terrifying modern internalization of history” (254). In addition 
to As I Lay Dying (1930), Sanctuary (1931), Light in August (1932), Absalom, 
Absalom! (1936), The Unvanquished (1938), The Wild Palms (1936), The Hamlet 
(1930), and Go Down, Moses (1942), Intruder in the Dust is one of the novels of his 
Yoknapatawpha series.  
Unlike the other masterpieces by Faulkner that are highly acclaimed by critics 
and scholars, Intruder in the Dust receives mixed critical reception. On the one hand, 
the novel wins the favor of common readers and some critics, and it was adapted into 
a Hollywood film, which became an immediate hit. Some critics applaud Faulkner for 
the creation of the novel. It is pointed out that in the novel the South becomes a stage 
for Faulkner to show the human individual’s attempt and effort to turn abstract moral 
ideals into concrete practices (Rubin 50). This point of view focuses on the promotion 
of moral values in the novel. On the other hand, some critics notice the flaws in the 
novel. The critic Cleanth Brooks considers it a combination of literary faults and 
excellence (279). According to Brooks, the objections to the novel from readers and 
critics center around the incoherent plot, and the flawed character of Gavin Stevens, 
who is a representative of the white supremacist marked with high-sounding rhetoric 
(279-80). A similar opinion is held by Sandquist, who argues that Intruder in the Dust 
is a mixture of “a ludicrous novel” and “a depressing social document” (149). Other 
critics seem to defend Faulkner in this aspect. For instance, in terms of the criticism 
on Gavin who is believed to be a spokesman of Faulkner defending the South for its 
guilt about the blacks, David Dowling points out that such interpretation confuses 
Gavin and Faulkner, and that Gavin’s preaching at the end of the novel is to form a 
contrast to Charles’ opinions (132). The Chinese scholar Tao Jie expresses her opinion 
on the characterization of Lucas Beauchamp and Gavin in a way similar to David 
Dowling. Different from the view that Faulkner does not give enough space to Lucas 
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and makes Gavin’s moral opinion into political propaganda, Professor Tao argues that 
the focus of the novel is Charles’ initiation instead of Lucas and Gavin. In the 
framework of Charles’ growth, Lucas’ passivity and Gavin’s rhetoric are meaningful 
(Tao, “Growing up in the South: Faulkner’s Intruder in the Dust” 196-99). Similar to 
those critics supporting Faulkner, when it comes to Lucas, Lee Jenkins thinks highly 
of Faulkner’s new perspective to depict the humanity shared in common by a despised 
black and the whites (261). It seems that different focuses of the critics may result in 
different and even contradictory evaluations of the novel. In general, while the focus 
on the flaws of Lucas’ and Gavin’s characters in terms of racial problems may well 
lead to a negative judgment on the novel, the interpretation of Charles’ initiation tend 
to inspire critics to defend Faulkner and give positive appraisal of the characters and 
the novel as a whole. 
It may be because of its controversy that a large number of critics and scholars 
try to explain their interpretations of the novel from different perspectives. The two 
main perspectives to understand the novel and to evaluate the significance of 
Faulkner’s writing include racial relationship and the protagonist Charles Mallison’s 
initiation. But Professor Tao Jie holds the opinion that the novel is concerned more 
with the initiation theme than the race issue, because the novel focuses on the growth 
of a white teenager in the South and the obstacles he is confronted with to achieve the 
human beings’ dignity (Tao, “Growing up in the South: Faulkner’s Intruder in the 
Dust” 198). In the light of the initiation story, the presumed flaws in the novel serve 
the theme of Charles’ growth. Thus, it seems that how to understand Charles’ growth 
is closely related to the evaluation of the novel and of the race issues in the South. 
That is precisely the reason why the subject is picked up to be analyzed and explored 
in this thesis.  
The theme of growth and initiation indeed plays a prominent role in Intruder in 
the Dust. The novel, set in the Yoknapatawpha County where the white-and-black 
tension is palpable and escalated, is narrated from the point of view of a 
sixteen-year-old white boy named Charles Mallison. In the hybrid form of the 
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detective story and Bildungsroman, it is mainly concerned with the detective work of 
the protagonist Charles to save a black named Lucas who is claimed to have murdered 
a white from being lynched and to ease the increasing racial conflicts, in which he 
gains a new understanding of the blacks, the American South and its culture. Narrated 
from the perspective of Charles and with the technique of stream of consciousness, 
the novel comprehensively presents Charles’ inner thought of race problems and his 
reflections on the American South. The writing techniques provide the reader with 
plenty of materials to understand Charles’ initiation from his inner world. As Faulkner 
writes in a letter to his friend Bob, he describes how the boy develops into a mature 
man. In his words, “It started out to be a simple quick 150 page whodunit but jumped 
the traces, strikes me as being a pretty good study of a 16 year old boy who overnight 
became a man” (Faulkner, Selected Letters of William Faulkner 266). That is the 
reason why a large group of critics and scholars try to interpret the novel in terms of 
Charles’ growth.  
Though many scholars at home and abroad have discussed the theme of growth in 
Intruder in the Dust, their arguments are slightly different. A large number of critics 
handle the theme of growth in the context of American Bildungsroman. The analyses 
of Charles’ growth by Theresa M. Towner and by Ted Atkinson are typical examples. 
Meanwhile, according to the searching results at CNKI, relatively fewer Chinese 
postgraduates choose Charles’ growth as the topic in their theses than those who 
analyze race issues and Faulkner’s views on race in the novel. Zhang Nana from 
Qingdao University focuses on Intruder in the Dust as an important part in her 
analysis of Faulkner’s writing of Bildungsroman. Tao Jie, who translates the novel 
into Chinese, writes an article entitled “Growing up in the South: Faulkner’s Intruder 
in the Dust” about Charles’ growth, and analyzes the obstacles in his process of 
growing up to achieve manhood. Rui Yuping includes Intruder in the Dust in her 
monograph on the study of American initiation stories. Since the study on the theme 
of growth in Intruder in the Dust in China is still in need of exploration and there is a 
solid foundation of research laid by the predecessors, there is still some space left to 
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discuss the theme of initiation in the novel.  
As a matter of fact, many scholars have done genre researches on American 
Bildungsroman, which provide a theoretic basis and framework for the interpretation 
of the novel in this thesis. As critics have found out, American Bildungsroman 
originates from its German counterpart, which was the main form of German fiction 
in the 19
th
 century. The term “Bildungsroman”, introduced by the seminal 
hermeneutic philosopher Wilhelm Dilthey to the English world, refers to the stories 
that depict “the development of a human being in various stages, forms and periods of 
life” (Singer 108). It mainly deals with the physical and psychological growth and 
initiation of the protagonist. The distinctive features of Bildungsroman have been 
addressed by many scholars, who basically agree that the three factors, including the 
protagonist, theme and structure of the novel, are the main issues in the study of 
Bildungsroman. As a rule, the traditional Bildungsroman focuses on a central figure, 
an individual, often a teenager. The protagonist struggles to grow from innocence to 
experience. It can express various themes, such as difficulties of adjusting to society, 
establishment of individual value systems, rebellion against social authority and 
injustice, obstacles of communicating with others, the quest for an ideal, 
disillusionment of a dream, the process of acquiring skills and knowledge, discovery 
of social reality, and acceptance of human disadvantages and limitations, etc. The 
contemporary American Bildungsroman also contains a variety of themes, but it is a 
little different from the traditional one in its writing patterns. According to the 
dissertation entitled A Study of Artistic and Cultural Expression of American 
Bildungsroman by Sun Shengzhi, the struggle of the protagonist in contemporary 
American Bildungsroman has more tragic sense than the traditional one that usually 
has a happy ending (42). The protagonist in contemporary American Bildungsroman 
is usually unable to successfully achieve his initiation in the end. The uncertainty of 
the protagonist’s destiny is one of the main features of contemporary American 
Bildungsroman, because much of its emphasis is placed on the journey that 
contributes to the protagonist’s initiation instead of the ending.  
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Intruder in the Dust has been considered a typical American Bildungsroman by 
many scholars and critics, who think highly of the contribution Faulkner has done to 
American Bildungsroman. For instance, Louis Daniel Brodsky puts Intruder in the 
Dust into the genre “generational Bildungsroman” written by Faulkner (104). It is 
pointed out that there are more initiation stories in Faulkner’s later works, of which 
the story of Charles in Intruder in the Dust is a typical representative (Hamblin and 
Peek 67). Since it is commonly agreed that Intruder in the Dust contains elements of 
Bildungsroman, the purpose of the thesis is not to prove that the novel belongs to the 
genre of Bildungsroman, but to understand Charles’ revaluation of the race issues in 
his adolescent growth with the help of the literary conceptualization of growth in 
Bildungsroman that may shed fresh light on the understanding of the novel.  
Some critics put emphasis on the formal hybridity of Bildungsroman and the 
detective story. Commenting on the form and the structure of Intruder in the Dust, 
Theresa M. Towner argues that the novel is a mixture of detective story and 
Bildungsroman (53-55). In the first part of the novel, Charles plays the role of a 
detective to resolve the mystery of Lucas’ case. From Chapter Eight to Chapter Ten, 
the focus is shifted to Charles’ inner self. Faulkner tries to balance the two forms that 
together reveal the resolution of Lucas’ case and Charles’ challenge to his own 
preconception (53-55). Ted Atkinson holds the opinion similar to Theresa M. 
Towner’s that the mixture of the detective story and Bildungsroman yields political 
implications because the detective business enables Charles to gain a new insight into 
the deception and trickery of politics, laws and social orders (231). Their 
interpretations of the combination of the detective story and Bildungsroman give 
inspiration to the analysis of Charles’ detective journey in this thesis.  
In addition to the form of Bildungsroman, the cultural background, another key 
feature in Bildungsroman, has aroused many critics’ interest in Charles’ initiation. In 
the framework of Bildungsroman theory, Rui Yuping analyzes the influence of 
Southern traditional culture on Charles’ initiation, because according to 
Bildungsroman theory, the theme of growth in Bildungsroman reflects the dominant 
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